
Our Bethlehem Sisters 

Standing from left to right:  

Sr. Davida, Poland; Sr. Ferial, Bethlehem; Sr. Rafaela, Poland; Sr. Angelique, Madagascar; 

Msgr. Pizzaballa, Italy (he came to visit us); Mother Anne Françoise, France; Sr. Marie, 

Madagascar; Sr. Anne Marie, Philippines. 

Kneeling:   

Sr. Zoraya, Ecuador; Sr. Maria, Egypt; Sr. Ela, Poland and in front Sr. Lilia Ines, Colombia;  Sr. 

Elisa (Italian);  our novice was the photographer. 

 

 

  



9/2/2017 

Rosemarie Ludwig <rstussy@cox.net> 

Hi Roy! Could you please forward to the community.  There are still members who are interested 

about how the Bethlehem sisters are doing. I keep in contact throughout the year. I love hearing from 

them. They are my spiritual family. Thanks.  

I believe in the religion of love 

Whatever direction its caravans may take, 

For love is my religion and my faith 

-- IBM Arabi 

 

Rosemarie Ludwig, Ph.D., LPC, OCDS 

 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: annemarie ocd <annemarieocd@hotmail.com> 

Date: September 2, 2017 at 1:10:11 AM MST 

To: OCDS Rosemarie Ludwig <rstussy@cox.net> 

Subject: Thanks 

 

Dear Rosemarie, 

 

Thanks a lot for your message.  It's always good to hear from you.  And thanks for being with us 

through prayers during the feast of St. Mary of Jesus Crucified.  Thanks for your prayers, the feast 

was great and successful. 

 

The feast of St. Mary of Jesus Crucified was celebrated with great joys. The day before was a 

Procession at 6:00 pm of St. Mariam with her Relic, images and banners from our Convent to the 

streets going to the Milk Grotto, then to the Nativity Church where the vigil was held.   The Procession 

was nicely organized and was accompanied by the Parish Priest, Seminarians, Scouts, the 

Parishioners and all the friends of the Little Arab.  Our Outside Sister, Sr. Ferial was with them and 

came home late at night not even finished the vigil.   

 

The celebration was great indeed.  Of course St. Mariam deserves it especially now that she is a 

Saint.  Many people came for the Holy Mass at 5:00 p.m.  There were 15 Priests who concelebrated 

with Msgr. Pizzaballa, the Administrator of the Holy Land.  The Religious Sisters stayed with us inside 

the choir to give place for the people outside.   Our Church is not big enough to accommodate all the 

devotees of our Saint.   Praise God, St. Mariam is being loved by many.  May she bless us all.  After 

the Holy Mass was a refreshment thanks to the friends of St. Mariam who sponsored it. 

 



Rosemarie, you are always in our prayers; your intentions are kept well and let us put our trust and 

confidence in God who does all things well even the impossible once.  Aaron will come in shape one 

day, but it takes time....in God's own time. 

 

It's good that you have your pets with you and they surely comforts you too.  Take care of yourself 

and take care of them and of course of your husband.  Give him our greetings too.  And greetings too 

to your fellow OCDS community.   

 

It's time to say goodbye, and let me hear from you.  God bless, 

 

Much love and prayers, 

Your Sr. Anne Marie, OCD 

 

 

 

1/1/2017 

 

From: Rosemarie Ludwig <rstussy@cox.net> 

Date: Sat, Dec 31, 2016 at 7:46 AM 

Subject: Fwd: Happy New Year 

To: Marlyn Holliday ocds <blelott@gmail.com> 

 

Thought community would like to hear from the Bethlehem sister.  Happy New Year. 

 

I believe in the religion of love 

Whatever direction its caravans may take, 

For love is my religion and my faith 

-- IBM Arabi 

Rosemarie Ludwig, Ph.D., LPC, OCDS 

 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

 

From: annemarie ocd <annemarieocd@hotmail.com> 

Date: December 31, 2016 at 5:48:17 AM MST 

To: OCDS Rosemarie Ludwig <rstussy@cox.net> 

Subject: Happy New Year 

 

Dearest Rosemarie, 

 

Happy New Year!  May this year bring you happiness and peace and good health.  Thanks a lot for 

your e-mail with the news of your gift, a bank transfer.  I haven't received any notice yet of the arrival 

of your wire but I'm sure it is safe.  These days the bank was closed for Christmas holidays and then 



followed by a week of Hanukah for the Jews.  Thank you in advance and I assure you of our prayers 

always.   May God bless you with His abundant graces.   

 

This year we had many Seminars and Mini Seminars, Retreats, Conferences and some just for 

updating.  Putting into practice of what we have heard is going on but slowly slowly and of course by 

the grace of God.    Sad to say, two of our Sisters, Sr. Lucyna, Polish and Sr. Maria Paz, Chilean has 

left us for good; they decided to go back to their Carmels of origin- Poland and Chile.  Well, God has 

His own plans for all His creatures.  But two Sisters came to join our community, thank God.  We 

have joyfully welcomed Sr. Lilia Ines, a Colombian who came from the Carmel of Ecuador and Sr. 

Maria of the Infant Jesus, an Egyptian from the Carmel of Fayoum. Praise and thanks be to God who 

is always good. 

 

Before I forget, please pray for my very sick brother, Father Mariano Abadia whose days are 

numbered.  The Doctors have already said that he cannot stay long.  Prayers could help him prepare 

for his great encounter with God.  By the way, after his third stroke in August I was permitted to visit 

him in the Philippines for one month…August-September this year and we have celebrated his 85th 

birthday on Sept. 8 although he couldn’t talk anymore.  It was a blessing for me to have attended his 

surely last birthday celebration.  He was paralyzed for more than a year.  Let’s put him in God’s 

Hands. Thanks. 

 

Well, I have to sign off now with the hope that the Prince of Peace will grant peace in this troubled 

world, especially in the Middle East -- particularly here in His own country and also in Syria.  Although 

we don't communicate so often just remember you are in my prayers.  Let's keep united in prayers.   

Bye now and take care.  God bless.  Loving greetings too from Mother Anne Françoise and Sr. Marie 

and all your Sisters here in Carmel. 

 

Much love and prayers, 

Sr. Anne Marie 

 

 

  



 

12/30/2015 

 

Here is the other message with attachments... 

 

Our dear Candida, 

  

Happy New Year!  May God bless you with His abundant blessings and happiness this year.   I'm sure 

you have had a good Christmas celebration with your family.  Sorry for this delayed attached 

greetings, I've thought of you but time hindered me to send you even a short note.  Believe me you 

were in my prayers and continue to do so.   

  

Thanks a lot for your generosity.  God reward you for your kind heart.  We received your donation of 

$100 but our acknowledgment was sent back ...."address unknown".   Then followed my accident, I 

had a bad fall and thank God gotten no fracture.  I had only inflammation and wounded lips and 

knees.  

  

Please click the attached files; in our Christmas greetings you will find the news of our community 

and the other file is an article from the Patriarchate Latin about the canonization of our Blessed Mary 

of Jesus Crucified and Blessed Alphonsine, the two Arabs who will surely pray for peace in their own 

country.  Let us join them in praying for the long desired peace.   

  

Once again we greet you and your whole family a happy and blessed New Year 2015.  I reiterate our 

gratitude to you for your kind and generous heart.  Rest assured of our prayers.  God bless...... 

  

Much love and prayers, 

Your Carmelite Sisters in Bethlehem esp. from me, 

Sr. Anne Marie, OCD   

 

Sr. Anne Marie Abadia, OCD      

Carmelite Monastery     

P.O. Box 32015      

Jerusalem 91001     

Israel  

 

 

  



        12/25/2014 

 
 

 
                                                   

                     

 
                                                                                                                                 
 
 
Dear Brothers, Sisters, relatives, benefactors and friends,  
 
This year has been rich in events which we gladly share some with you.  

Looking back in the Year of the Family, our Sister Ferial of Bethlehem made her first profession 
on the 17th of February, which here, is the feast of the Holy Family, commemorating the exile in Egypt.  
Many priests, sisters, friends and relatives of Sister Ferial came to join us in this joy-filled celebration.                                                                                                     

 Shortly after, we had the joy of welcoming our Holy Father, Pope Francis to the Holy Land.  We 
attended some of the celebrations. During his visit to Bethlehem, several sisters from each Carmel in the 
Holy Land were here with us and this was twice a feast in our Carmel.   

The events that followed have been painful as we lived in the tension of the war between Gaza 
and Israel. But through anxieties and apprehension, words and actions from this experience remain as 
anchor of Hope thrown into the stormy sea. Prayer power was strong in those days.  

The feast of Blessed Mary of Jesus Crucified was also a double cause of joy with the entrance of 
Sister Elisa from Sicily and has been in touch with us for several years.  The feast of Blessed Mariam was 
preceded by a prayer vigil for peace. What a joy it was to learn of the ceasefire between Gaza and Israel 
just as the Holy Mass for her feast ended on the 26th of August. 

Despite our small number, we sent Sister Dawida to the Carmel of Fayoum, Egypt early in 
October. It was in response to a request through the Association of the Carmel in the Holy Land to send 
Sisters to help for some time. Sister Giovanna from Carmel of Haifa went a few months ahead of Sister 
Dawida.  It is our hope that other Sisters would follow in the future. 

The official approval of the canonization of Blessed Mary of Jesus Crucified is a great joy for us 
and for others who have been waiting for this event.   This is a great sign of hope for the Arab Christians 
in the region and in the Middle East whose existence is harshly tested.  We look forward to celebrate the 
canonization in Rome next year.  It is also the year of the 5th centenary of the birth of our Holy Mother 
Saint Teresa of Jesus, the 4th for Brother Lawrence, and the 8th centenary of the death of St Albert, 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, who wrote the Rule of Carmel.  It is our hope that this year will bear good fruit 
for Carmel and the entire Holy Land. 



We are very grateful to God for the arrival of Sister Marie Angelique from Carmel of Tulear, 
Madagascar and of Sister Marie Gabriel from Carmel of Saigon, Vietnam early this month.  They are 
God’s Christmas gifts to us. 

You and your dear ones are remembered in our prayers especially during the Christmas 
Midnight Mass.  Love, Peace and Joy be yours this Christmas and throughout the New Year 2015.   

 
                                                                      Your Carmelite Sisters 
 

 
                                                                                                                              

 


